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Thomas Clough Daffern Ph.D

Dr. Thomas Clough Daffern, B.A. (Hons), PGCE, 
Ph.D, D.Sc. (Hon.) is a British-Canadian philosopher 
and historian of ideas who has taught at numerous 
universities and schools at all levels of the education 
system for many years. He is Director of the   
International Institute of Peace Studies and Global 
Philosophy.  He has a PhD in the   Intellectual History of 
Peace Thinking from 1945-2001 from the    University 
of London and has lectured and taught in many    
countries and contexts worldwide. He has held 
numerous posts in the global interfaith and inter-
philosophical community for many years. He is a 
widely published scholar of comparative religions, 
global philosophy and peace studies, many of whose 
publications are available at www.lulu.com/iipsgp He 
has received numerous prizes and awards worldwide.

IINTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF PEACE STUDIES 
AND GLOBAL PHILOSOPHY (IIPSGP)

The Institute is unique among research 
centres throughout the world in that it 
combines   training and practical work in 
conflict resolution with  studying the entire 
range of global philosophical, scientific and  
spiritual traditions, together with the 
proactive search for global responsibility, 
peace and  justice in our time. 



TRANSPERSONAL HISTORY
This course presents a unique overview of the new field of 
Transpersonal History, which combines the insights of 
transpersonal psychology with that of scientific and academic 
historiography. The course presents a thorough overview of 
the potential insights that transpersonal history can shed on 
areas of traditional historical scholarship, like shining a light 
on them from an integral, holistic perspective. This course is 
the most in-depth consideration of history from a 
transpersonal perspective ever given. The course is based on 
Dr Daffern’s doctoral thesis, entitled Toward a Transpersonal 
History of the Search for Peace 1945-2001 and also based on 
the unique Periodic Table of the World’s Religious and 
Philosophical Traditions devised and published by Dr Daffern.

COMMENTARY ON THE QUR’AN
This commentary is an in depth study of the innermost 
meanings of the Qur'an, told utilising the fullest possible 
range of contemporary scholarship resources, including 
Arabic and other linguistic analyses. The author utilises the 
overall methodology of transpersonal historiography to try 
and unravel the inner story behind the Qur'an's creation, 
trying to eavesdrop into the mind and spirit of Muhammad 
as he received these verses and asking: what, why, when ?

COMMENTARY ON THE 
NEW TESTAMENT

This commentary is an ambitious and detailed work of 
scholarship, utilising the full range of New Testament studies 
available in the 21st century, using Greek, Aramaic, Latin and 
Hebrew linguistic interpretations where appropriate. It 
explores the many levels of interpretation which the New 
Testament requires: historical, literal, figurative, mystical, 
and allegorical. It draws on the concepts of transpersonal 
history to enable a comprehensive overview of both the 
details of the text, but also their wider archetypal, symbolic, 
psychological, spiritual and historical meanings to unfold. It 
draws on Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant and Gnostic ideas. 

COMMENTARY ON THE KETUVIM
This commentary is on the final third of the Jewish Bible, 
which is known collectively as the Tanakh. The final third is 
known as the Ketuvim and consists of the "Writings". These 
include Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, the Song of Solomon, 
and other important scriptures.  The Commentary discusses 
the meanings and significance of the text in relation to 
transpersonal history using the analysis of the language 
behind the texts, set in their complex historical contexts.

PERIODIC TABLE OF THE WORLD’S 
RELIGIONS AND PHILOSOPHICAL 

TRADITIONS
A lecture series advancing understanding of different 
philosophical and spiritual traditions,    enabling students to 
gain a broad, deep, knowledge of different spiritual paths. 
This helps in making informed life choices regarding spiritual 
journeys, and also with guiding others through the 
complexities of life’s initiations. Focusing on the esoteric     
philosophical core teachings of each tradition, Dr. Daffern 
gradually aims to unveil a transpersonal common 
denominator underlying all the spiritual paths of humankind 
and to develop students’     understanding of the possibilities 
for the emergence of peace and interfaith harmony.   
Whatever     spiritual path one is drawn to, or practices, the 
course is   premised on the faith that it will bring great 
benefit to learn about others’ practices and beliefs as they 
will enrich and stimulate one’s own. Table comes with audio.

PEACE AND GLOBAL PHILOSOPHY 
(MUSES) SERIES 2011

This series of talks given in 2011 covered all the 9 areas of 
intellectual and spiritual activity that are underway in the 
Castle of the Muses, in each of the following areas, and gives 
an overview not only of the intellectual problems facing the 
planet in each field, but also what IIPSGP and others are
trying to do about them. Areas covered include: Calliope 
(Politics and Economics), Clio (History and Education), Erato 
(Love, Philosophy and Psychology), Melpomene (Law, Peace 
Studies, War Studies), Polyhymnia (Religious Studies), Terpsichore 
(Musicology), Thalia (Literature), Urania (Natural Sciences).

DRUID STUDIES
This 2 series of talks by Dr Thomas Clough Daffern are 
meant as both an overall introduction to Druid studies on 
the part of beginners, and also as suitable for advanced level 
thinkers who have been exploring Pagan and Druid 
philosophies for many years. They are suitable for those 
who wish explore in more depth the spiritual traditions and 
teachings which underpin Druidry and how they can be 
applied in the current complex world situation. They will be   
also suited for those wishing to train as Druid peacemakers 
and mediators with the Order of Peace Poets, Bards and 
Druids. He was the Mt Haemus Lecturer for 2010 with the 
Order of Bards Ovates and Druids (OBOD) and serves as 
Peace Officer to the Council of British Druid Orders. 

LIVING SAINTS AND SAGES
This series of talks from 2012 gives an overview of 
contemporary spiritual leaders, intellectuals,    philosophers, 
saints and sages from all known spiritual, intellectual and 
scientific orientations. It is accompanied by the Calendar of 
Living Saints and Sages to be published later in 2012.    The 
talks are designed to support and encourage leading global 
thinkers to work together on a planetary mission for peace 
and interfaith understanding and to end the scourge of war.

GUIDED AUDIO TOUR OF THE 
CASTLE OF THE MUSES

Thomas has led several groups of visiting scholars and 
students around the Castle, and this 9 room guide 
comprises a detailed overview of the contents of the Library 
and Museum which are based in this extraordinary Castle in 
Argyll,     Scotland: Calliope (Politics and Economics), Clio 
(History and Education), Erato (Love, Philosophy and 
Psychology), Melpomene (Law, Peace Studies, War Studies), 
Polyhymnia (Religious Studies),   Terpsichore (Musicology), 
Thalia (Literature),   Urania (Natural Sciences). The idea of 
the Castle of the Muses is based on Plato’s Academy, 
Aristotle’s Lyceum and the Museon of Alexandria, all of 
which used the 9 Muses as their guiding archetypes. 

COLLECTED POEMS OF 
DR. THOMAS CLOUGH DAFFERN
As well as being a busy scholar and teacher, Thomas has 
found time to write over 600 poems, dating from 1968 to 
2012, and they consist of the very intense personal diary of a 
world thinker, being written in many of the 33 countries 
Thomas has visited so far. They draw on ancient archetypal   
imagery and show the influences that forged him as a poet; 
Wallace Stevens, T.S. Eliot, Zbiegnew Herbert, Rilke, Rumi, 
Taliesin, Hart Crane, Homer, Yeats, The Metaphysical Poets, The 
Upanishads, Buddhist Sutras ... But the style is unmistakeably 
Thomas's own, a fierce amalgamation of influences, a paean 
to the possibility of divine grace administered through the 
Muses to transform our world into a zone of light. Thomas 
has presented several of these poems at The Struga 
International Poetry Festival in 1998-2001, Macedonia and 
has published them in 4 volumes so far. On his tombstone 
you can first write “poet”. Everything else follows from that.

“All true philosophy begins with wonder”
Aristotle




